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HONORING ASHLEY HOWERY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Ashley Howery, a very special young 
lady who has exemplified the finest qualities of 
service and citizenship. Ashley has recently 
been named one of the top youth volunteers 
in Missouri for 2010 in the 15th annual Pru-
dential Spirit of Community Awards. 

Ashley is recognized for this prestigious 
award because of the positive impact she has 
made in her community. Her initiative, cre-
ativity, and selfless volunteerism make her a 
worthy recipient. Ashley should be proud to be 
a model citizen amongst the youth in her com-
munity and my congressional district. 

Madam Speaker, I am confident Ashley will 
continue to use her many talents as tools for 
the betterment of her community and our na-
tion. I respectfully urge you to join me in com-
mending Ashley on this monumental achieve-
ment. 

f 

HONORING BLAIR ROBERTS 

HON. MARY FALLIN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Ms. FALLIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate and pay tribute to a fine Amer-
ican, Blair Roberts, on an occasion when he 
and his business have received a prestigious 
honor: the International Circle of Excellence 
Award for 2009. 

The Circle of Excellence, which is awarded 
by the international dealer organization of 
Navistar, Inc., honors international truck deal-
erships that achieve the highest level of dealer 
performance with respect to operating and fi-
nancial standards, market representation, and 
most importantly, customer satisfaction. It is 
the highest honor a dealer principal can re-
ceive from the company. 

Blair’s business, Roberts Truck Center, is 
headquartered in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
and has grown into one of the preeminent 
truck dealerships in the Southwest and the en-
tire nation. He currently manages five of the 
13 dealer locations within the Roberts Truck 
Center family business, which he owns with 
his brother Blaine. It employs a total of 467 in 
Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Kansas. 
With this most recent award, Roberts Truck 
Center has received the Circle of Excellence, 
under Blair’s leadership, a total of five times. 

Blair has achieved this level of accomplish-
ment and recognition through many years of 
hard work and service to his industry and 
community. Active in the industry, he is chair-
man of the International Dealer Council and 
was past co-chairman of the International 
Product Advisory Board. Today, in addition to 

his leadership of Roberts Truck Center, he 
has also built a successful truck leasing busi-
ness, Roberts Idealease, which is a multi-year 
winner of the IdealGold Award for Excellence. 

Through his commitment to hard work and 
outstanding customer service, he has built an 
economically vital business of which he can 
be justly proud. Madam Speaker, I ask you 
and my colleagues to join with me in congratu-
lating Blair Roberts for his record of accom-
plishment and for his many contributions to his 
community, State and Nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DUANE KYRISH, 
WINNER OF NAVISTAR’S CIRCLE 
OF EXCELLENCE AWARD FOR 
2009 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Duane Kyrish, a winner of Navistar’s 
Circle of Excellence Award for 2009. Located 
in Illinois, Navistar employs many of my con-
stituents and is an important economic engine 
for my district, undoubtedly so because of 
suppliers like Mr. Kyrish. 

The Circle of Excellence, which is awarded 
by the international dealer organization of 
Navistar, Inc., honors international truck deal-
erships that achieve the highest level of dealer 
performance with respect to operating and fi-
nancial standards, market representation, and 
most importantly, customer satisfaction. It is 
the highest honor a dealer principal can re-
ceive from the company. 

Mr. Kyrish’s business, Longhorn Inter-
national Trucks, is headquartered in Austin, 
Texas, and was acquired by the family in 
1976. Under his leadership, it has grown into 
one of the preeminent truck dealerships in the 
Southwest and the entire nation, with 105 em-
ployees and two dealer locations. In 1999, 
Duane was named the first International Deal-
er of the Year, an honor awarded to the one 
International dealer who exhibits the highest 
commitment to best-in-class customer serv-
ices. With this most recent award, Longhorn 
International Trucks has now received the Cir-
cle of Excellence Award a total of 27 times. 

Duane has achieved this level of accom-
plishment and recognition through many years 
of hard work and service to his industry and 
community. He got his commercial operator’s 
license at 17 and began driving trucks for the 
International Harvester Fort Worth branch. In 
August 1976, Duane began his professional 
careers in the truck business at the Austin 
dealership. Both Duane, and his twin brother 
Wayne, work for the family business. Today, 
in addition to leading Longhorn International 
Trucks, he has also built a successful truck 
leasing business, Longhorn Idealease, which 
is a multi-year winner of the IdealGold Award 
for Excellence. 

Madam Speaker and distinguished col-
leagues, please join me in honoring Mr. Kyrish 

for his contributions to his community and to 
the nation as a whole. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF NOWRUZ AND CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF IRANIAN-AMERICANS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 15, 2010 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to support H. Res. 267 
‘‘Recognizing the cultural and historical signifi-
cance of Nowruz, expressing appreciation to 
Iranian-Americans for their contributions to so-
ciety, and wishing the Iranian-Americans and 
the people of Iran a prosperous new year.’’ 

As a cosponsor of this resolution, I am 
proud to recognize the contributions of Iranian 
Americans on their day of celebration. Nowruz 
is celebrated by nearly 300 million Iranians 
and other peoples all over the world, including 
in the United States, Iran, and other countries 
in Central Asia, South Asia, Caucasus, Cri-
mea, and Balkan Regions. Nowruz, which 
means new day, is celebrated on 21 March, 
the day of the vernal equinox. Nowruz is cele-
brated by more than 1,000,000 Iranian-Ameri-
cans of all backgrounds, including those with 
Baha’i, Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Zoroastrian, 
and non-religious backgrounds. The people of 
Iran have a long history of celebrating 
Nowruz—a holiday that embodies the tradition 
that each individual’s thinking, speaking, and 
conduct should always be virtuous, and the 
ideal of compassion for our fellow human 
beings regardless of ethnicity or religion, and 
symbolizes a time of renewal and community. 

This resolution not only reminds us all of the 
contributions made by our Iranian constituents, 
but also of the trying times faced by Iranians 
in Iran and in the Iranian diaspora. During this 
time of renewal, my thoughts are with the resi-
dents of Camp Ashraf and their families— 
some of whom reside in my district. 

Late last year, three months after U.S. 
forces turned over control of Camp Ashraf, 
Iraqi security forces violated the human rights 
of the People’s Mujahideen of Iran (PMOI). 
Camp Ashraf detains over 3,400 exiled Iranian 
political dissidents, who are members of the 
PMOI, including over 1,000 women. The PMOI 
opposes the current Iranian regime, and for 
their political beliefs they have been exiled 
from Iran and sequestered in Camp Ashraf. 
Several women detained at Camp Ashraf have 
reported acts of intimidation and threats of 
physical and sexual violence by members of 
the Iraqi security forces. 

On July 28, 2009, Iraqi security forces con-
ducted a raid on the detainees at Camp 
Ashraf. The raid occurred fewer than three 
months after the U.S. passed control of Camp 
Ashraf to the government of Iraq. The raid 
began on Tuesday, July 28th when Iraqi ar-
mored vehicles began attacks against the Ira-
nian prisoners. The attacks continued for two 
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